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Auckland Transport and its legacy councils have for many years installed road safety engineering measures 
specifically aimed at reducing the high number of road crashes on the road network, including those that had 
occurred on rural roads. In the past, the large number of cluster sites demonstrating high concentrations of 
crashes within them meant that there were a significant number of sites that could be treated with very specific 
engineering solutions. Over time, these projects have produced significant reductions in accidents but as the 
programme progressed, the number of specific locations demonstrating easily identifiable causation factors 
became less and less. It has become apparent therefore that to make further inroads into reducing road casualties 
and help meet Auckland Transport’s crash reduction targets there would have to be a means of addressing the 
more random type of crashes that occur along rural routes.  
 
In Auckland's rural road network, for the 5 year period between 2011 and 2015 there have been 1702 injury 
collisions, resulting in 2236 casualties. Of these 68 people were killed and 401 seriously injured.  
 
The Signing and Delineation Strategy has been developed with the aim of highlighting common hazards such as 
bends with a consistent message. This strategy has been developed based on the safe system approach with a 
core focus on safe road and roadsides. This methodlogy allow practitioners to quickly analyse the rural road 
network and to provide a standardised methodology of progressive and consistent signing and delineation in line 
with principles used in the Manual of Traffic Signs and Markings (MOTSAM) and the NZTA State Highway 
Geometrics Design Manual. The outcome from the application of this approach will give drivers a consistent series 
of messages about the severity of approaching bends and other hazards and allow them to negotiate them in a 
safer manner. Similar methodology has been found to be successful in reducing crashes in countries with similar 
characteristics to New Zealand. 
 
It is anticipated that this methodology will provide significant time and cost saving through the investigation and 
design process.  
 
The strategy is a mass action treatment for the whole of the rural road network. The treatment sits under the safety 
management treatment philosophy. The treatment is anticipated to cost approximately $10,000 per km and is likely 
to result in significant casualty reduction across the network. It is planned to implement this programme on a 
geographical basis on all rural arterial and collector routes, with the rural south being treated first, as this is where 
there is the highest concentration of casualties and DSI’s. Other areas will be treated in following this until all of 
Auckland's rural network has been covered. 
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